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lawsuits are threatening access to quality 
health care and raising health care costs 
for all Americans. The medical liability cri-
sis is driving up health care costs through 
higher insurance premiums, higher medical 
bills, and the practice of defensive medi-
cine. This crisis also is imposing substantial 
costs on the Federal Government and all 
taxpayers who bear the cost of Medicare 

and Medicaid. The liability crisis is driving 
good doctors out of medicine and leaving 
patients in many communities without ac-
cess to both basic and specialty medical 
services. This is a national problem that 
deserves a national solution. For the sake 
of all Americans, it is time for the Senate 
to pass meaningful medical liability reform 
legislation. 

Memorandum on Reimbursement to the Office of the United States Trade 
Representative 
July 28, 2005 

Memorandum for the Director of the Office 
of Management and Budget 

Subject: Reimbursement to the Office of 
the United States Trade Representative 

Pursuant to the authority in title III of 
division H of Public Law 108–447, the 
Consolidated Appropriations Act, 2005, and 
in section 108 of title 3, United States 
Code, I hereby authorize the transfer from 
the appropriation, ‘‘Unanticipated Needs:’’ 
To Amount 
Executive Office of the President, 
Office of the United States Trade 

Representative 
$493,000 

To defray expenses incurred by the mis-
sion of the United States Trade Represent-
ative to Geneva for additional security re-
quirements. 

I hereby determine that this expenditure 
is necessary to meet unanticipated needs 
in furtherance of the national interest. 

GEORGE W. BUSH 

NOTE: This memorandum was released by 
the Office of the Press Secretary on July 29. 

Remarks on Signing the Patient Safety and Quality Improvement Act of 
2005 
July 29, 2005 

Welcome. Good morning. In a few mo-
ments, I’ll have the honor of signing the 
Patient Safety and Quality Improvement 
Act of 2005. This bill is a critical step to-
ward our goal of ensuring top-quality, pa-
tient-driven health care for all Americans. 

With this law, we’ll be able to obtain 
more accurate information about medical 
treatments. And by providing doctors with 
information about what treatments work 

and what treatments cause problems, we 
will reduce medical errors that injure and 
cause the deaths of thousands of Americans 
each year. 

I commend the Members of Congress 
for their hard work in passing this piece 
of legislation. This has been a productive 
week for the United States Senate and the 
House of Representatives. I’m looking for-
ward to signing an energy bill that will en-
courage conservation, increase domestic 

VerDate Nov 24 2008 15:10 May 27, 2009 Jkt 206693 PO 00000 Frm 00113 Fmt 1240 Sfmt 1240 E:\HR\OC\206693A.003 206693Acp
ric

e-
se

w
el

l o
n 

P
R

O
D

1P
C

72
 w

ith
 H

E
A

R
IN

G



1282 

July 29 / Administration of George W. Bush, 2005 

production, and help reduce our depend-
ence on foreign oil. I’m looking forward 
to signing a highway bill that will strength-
en our transportation infrastructure and im-
prove the safety of our roads and create 
jobs. 

I appreciate the House and the Senate 
for passing the Central American-Domini-
can Republic Free Trade Agreement that 
will level the playing field for America’s 
goods as well as promote democracy in our 
hemisphere. All these bills are good bills. 
They’re good for the people of this country. 
And I appreciate their hard work in getting 
them to my desk. 

I want to thank the Secretary of Health 
and Human Services for joining us, Mike 
Leavitt. I appreciate Senator Bill Frist, the 
majority leader, Dr. Bill Frist. [Laughter] 
I want to thank Committee Chairman Mike 
Enzi, Senator Judd Gregg, and Ted 
Kennedy and Jim Jeffords for their good 
work in the United States Senate on this 
piece of legislation. I appreciate my friend 
from Texas, Joe Barton—Congressman Joe 
Barton and Nathan Deal and Mike Bilirakis 
for joining me here today as I sign this 
piece of legislation. 

I want to thank Dr. Edward Hill, who 
is the president of the American Medical 
Association, straight out of Mississippi. 
[Laughter] I appreciate Dr. Sophia Smith, 
who is the Children’s National Medical 
Center, Dr. Janis Orlowski, who is the sen-
ior vice president of the Washington Hos-
pital Center, and Susan Mintz—Suzanne 
Mintz, the president of the National Family 
Caregivers Association. Thank you all for 
coming. I also want to welcome our profes-
sionals who are here with us today. 

The Patient Safety and Quality Improve-
ment Act will help ensure that Americans 
continue to benefit from the greatest med-
ical system in the world. To maintain the 
highest standards of care, doctors and 
nurses must be able to exchange informa-
tion about problems and solutions. Yet in 
recent years, many doctors have grown 
afraid to discuss their practices because 

they worry that the information they pro-
vide will be used against them in a lawsuit. 

This bill will help solve that problem. 
This is a commonsense law that gives legal 
protections to health professionals who re-
port their practices to patient safety organi-
zations. By providing critical information 
about medical procedures, doctors and 
nurses can help others learn from their ex-
periences. That’s why I said it’s a common-
sense law. By making essential information 
more available across America, we will help 
ensure that patients benefit from the best 
medical treatment, no matter where they 
live. That seems to make sense to me. 

This bill builds on other commonsense 
reforms we’re making to the American 
health care system. By providing a new 
Medicare prescription drug benefit, we’re 
giving seniors more choices and helping 
them get the medicine they need. By mak-
ing health savings accounts more broadly 
available, we’re helping more Americans 
own and control their own health coverage. 
By increasing funding for community health 
centers, we’re helping the poor and the 
uninsured get the quality health care they 
deserve and need. 

We’ll continue working to improve our 
health care system. To make it easier for 
employers to offer coverage to their work-
ers, we must allow small businesses to join 
together to buy insurance at the same dis-
counts that big businesses can do. To re-
duce costs and improve care, we must har-
ness the power of information technology 
to computerize health records. 

And we’ve got to stop the frivolous law-
suits that are running up the cost of medi-
cine and driving good professionals out of 
this important profession. We need medical 
liability reform now. The bill I sign today 
is an example of people coming together 
to do what’s right for the country. 

Again, I want to thank the Members of 
Congress who are here. It is now my honor 
to sign this good bill into law. 

VerDate Nov 24 2008 15:10 May 27, 2009 Jkt 206693 PO 00000 Frm 00114 Fmt 1240 Sfmt 1240 E:\HR\OC\206693A.003 206693Acp
ric

e-
se

w
el

l o
n 

P
R

O
D

1P
C

72
 w

ith
 H

E
A

R
IN

G



1283 

Administration of George W. Bush, 2005 / July 30 

NOTE: The President spoke at 10:09 a.m. in 
Room 450 of the Eisenhower Executive Of-

fice Building. S. 544, approved July 29, was 
assigned Public Law No. 109–41. 

Statement on Congressional Passage of Energy Legislation 
July 29, 2005 

I applaud the Congress for today’s pas-
sage of an energy bill that will help secure 
our energy future and reduce our depend-
ence on foreign sources of energy. The en-
ergy bill will increase conservation and effi-
ciency, diversify our energy supply with al-
ternative and renewable sources, expand 
domestic energy production in environ-
mentally sensitive ways, and modernize our 
electricity infrastructure. Four years ago, I 

called for a national energy plan to address 
our Nation’s energy needs for the 21st cen-
tury. The bipartisan energy bill passed 
today will give America a comprehensive 
national energy strategy for the first time 
in more than a decade and is critically im-
portant to our long-term national and eco-
nomic security. I look forward to signing 
it into law. 

Statement on Congressional Action on Highway Legislation 
July 29, 2005 

I congratulate the Congress for com-
pleting a highway bill that will improve 
highway safety, modernize our roads, re-
duce traffic congestion, and create jobs. I 
am pleased that Congress met these objec-
tives in a fiscally responsible way and with-
out raising gas taxes. This important legisla-

tion will help provide the funding needed 
to carry out overdue work on critical high-
way and transportation projects, and it will 
strengthen and modernize the transpor-
tation networks vital to America’s continued 
economic growth. I look forward to signing 
it into law. 

The President’s Radio Address 
July 30, 2005 

Good morning. This year Congress and 
I have addressed many key priorities of the 
American people, and we’re making great 
progress. 

At the start of the year, I urged Congress 
to ease the burden of junk lawsuits on 
American workers, businesses, and families, 
so Congress passed, and I signed bipartisan 
class-action reform. We called for restoring 
integrity to the bankruptcy process, so Con-

gress passed, and I signed commonsense 
reform of our Nation’s bankruptcy laws. I 
requested vital funds for our men and 
women in uniform, so Congress passed, and 
I proudly signed critical legislation to give 
our troops the resources they need to fight 
and win the war on terror. 

This past week has brought even more 
progress, with four major achievements. 
First, I signed into law a patient safety bill 
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